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ſuggeſted 2 ſome W, ell wiſh 
ers 70 the INFIRMARY, that the 
Publication of this Sermon might be of Service 
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lol CurisT, enforced by the Conformity of 


| ample, might be ſufficient to ſuperſede all Enquiry. 2 
after Reaſons, why our Love to one another is here 
ſtilec a 7 Commandment : But leſt it ſhould be apprehended, 
that the Scriptures are any where at Variance, or that our Savi- 
our and his beloved Diſciple, who has aſſerted, that Love it no New. 
Command, but what ue bad from the Beginning, taught contrary. 
Dodrineat: And leſt our Silence upon this Occaſion ſhould ſeem , 
to overlook, or depreciate the Dictates of Nature, which, have al- 75 
ways been conſtant and uniform in favour of Brotherly Affection; 
We muſt ſeek to reconcile this contrariety of Expreſſion, and give 
to Revelation and Nature each their due; which will caſily be 
effected by applying the Negative of St. John to the Duty itſelf, 
and the poſitive Appellation of Nem, given by his Maſter, to the 
Extent, in which it is propoſed to the Obedience of his Followers; 
by. this, ſaith he, this ne e of "Pg r 0 460) 
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Verſe. 


Je Love one another. 
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To love one another is a moral Duty, and, therefore, of eternal 
Obligation; but in that Perfection required by the Goſpel, it is 
ſomething above the Level of unaſſiſted Nature, more ſublime | 
and generous, than that which the Light of Reaſon had before 
diſcovered and preſcribed, yet what, ſince the Diſcovery, ſhe both 
approves and recommends, And, altho' Moſes did not omit to 
inculate the Love of our Neighbour, there is a very wide Diffe- 
rence between the Chriſtian and legal Precept, ariſing from the So- 
lation of that Queſtion, . Who is thy Nei f A Relation now 
of much larger Extent, than it was underſtood by the Fews, a- 
mongſt whom Love flowed in a very narrow Stream, the ſame with 
their Blood, confined to the Houſe of Ifrae] - But, with us, it ; 
| knows no ſuch Bounds, calls every one, with whom we have to 
do, our Neighbour, and diffufive As ' TO mme to the 
Ern of all around. 5 Dy 


Ps. | 
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1 0¹ that I could worthily Abele tal} effetually recomend ; 
this "generous, noble, difintereſted Principle of Chriſtianity, ſo 
much to be admired for its Similitude and Reſemblance of that 
Spirit, which actuates the divine Counſels, and is the Author of all 

good Works, both in Heaven, and on Earth; the ſame that mov- 
ed upon the Face of the Waters at the Creation, and has ſince been 
ſufficiently manifeſt in the Preſervation and Redemption of the 
World; the ſame that tunes the Voice and Harps of Angels, to 
their great Creator's Praiſe above, and wings them to the Charge 
and Aſſiſtance of his Creatures here below; the ſame that diſ- 
poſes and unites our Hearts to co-operate with the bright Se- 
raphim, filling us with good Deſires and Deſigns: to promote the 
„ Glory of God in the: Fig ben, upon Earth Peace and good Will 4. 
= mongs! Mun; the tame that gave Riſe, and will, I hope, give Sue- 
Fo © ceſs. and cl a to the won; n for the Reco- 


2 


| of. Health and; a to our vitreſled Weibern until 
* 3 Bodies ſball put on incorruption, our mortal put on im- 


mortality; until Death itſelf EF be FORO 7 in "RY 1 and 
Sin e be: e eee E tos 


175 appears 52 oy thin: Ja way Eaquiry, chat. 2 Nan 
of the Commandment in my Text, conſiſts in the Latitude and 
Degree to which Love is carried by the Goſpel, ſuperior to any 
other Diſpenſation, which will give me very e e Occaſions, 
e EC e ae g wege og els ac 


Wm, To recommend «the Sick. and 1 Needy as > proper ode. 
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1 La entreat your „ Affiftance- in ere hos. 
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Ty: I am to ben the Nature and Execlene of Chifian Love. 


pd is an anivedah Paſſion, iy i its Objects, — 
raiſing or ſinking its Elevation, according to the prevailing Habits: 
and Diſpoſition: of each particular Perſon. | Remote and oppoſite 
Cauſes are impowered equally to affect different Minds; and one 
Man ſhall appear to be in Extaſy and Rapture upon the ſame Oc- 
caſion, upon which another only ſhews a modeſt Complacency and 
filent Approbation: So Rivers run, with leſs or greater Noiſe, 
according to their Dept th. It was the Deſign, therefore, of Chriſt 
our Law-giver, who knew what was in _ to rectify and 
| " 
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Sue bis AfiRions in the chock of projet Objects and make 
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en, indeed, are ſo imperfectly inſtruct fed-in-the-Goſpel Seole 
of this Command, and their Love ſo abſorbed i in Earthly Things, 


as never to appear beyond the Limits ot Merit Juſtice, which it 


in intended vaſtly to exceed. Under this ſenſe of it, Society may 


perhaps ſubſiſt, but can never flouriſh, may eſcape Confuſion, but 
not arriye at Happineſs: Becauſe no Proviſion is thereby made 
for the caſual Evils, to which. we are each of zus expoſed, ſo of- 
ten unequal to our own Strength. It is a very low Degree of 
Virtue, that preſcribes no more than abſtinence from Injury and 
Wrong. To cloſe our Ears to the Voice, our Hand to the De- 
mands of every thing but the L. aw, is only to conſult our own 
perſonal Intereſt and Safety, Publicans and Sinners do the ſame. 
When Enquiry is made into the Management of our Talents; the 


Application of them will undergo the ſame Scrutiny; where the 
honeſt, if uncharitable, Servant, will have no great ſhare in his 


| Maſter's Joy. Vell done, is the Sentence of Approbation, that will 
- paſs only upon him that hath been Liberal as well as Careful; 
that both exec utet h Righteouſneſs, and overflows in Acts of Civi- 
lity and Kindneſs, whoſe ſtudy and delight is to do Good; whoſe - 
Love hangs not upon his Tongue, nor terminates in fair unavailing 


Speeches, & empty wiſhes for the Welfare and Proſperity of another, 


but appears/in'Deed and in Truth ; who ſees no Evil under the Sun, 


which he. wiſhes not to remove; To give Eyes to the Blind and 


Feet to the Lame, Cloaths to the Naked, and Bread to the Hungry, 
laſtruction to the Ignorant, and Reproof to the Wicked; in ſhort, * 
He it is, ſhall inherit the Bleſines who e ond to me” Tay 


£ goons Creatures BLESSED. 
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e the Fncellencies of Chriſtian Lakes 3 Ie 3 is cpur- 5 
geous as well as king. equal in Tenderneſs and Affability; not ſo de- | 
ſirous of Fame and Thanks, as it is to deſerve both, and therefore 
does not ſtudy to enhance the Obligation, or encreaſe the Miſeries 
of the Unfortunate, by waiting for Sollicitation and Entreaty, . 85 
delights even to prevent their wiſhes; is 2 ſwift Meſſenger of Joy, 
and confers: the greateſt Favours in ſuch an eaſy gracetuFManner, 
as would make the: ſmalleſt very acceptable; without raiſing : any 
unwelcome Senſation; even a Bluſh, in the Redeiweg: For to brave 
iüngenuous Spirits in Diſtreſs, it is leſs. irkſome and diſagreeable to 
ſubmit in Silence, and conceal their Wants, than to accept Relief 
from a ſcornful Hand, or a;ſupercilious Eye. -Þ here j is ſomething 
ſo Divine and Charming in this Love, that, like Goodneſs itſelf, it 
ſtamps 3 value upon every thing we: do; and. without i it the beſt we 
can do, will have neither Beauty, nor Worth. Give we all our Goods 
t feed the Poor, if with a view to gain the Admiration and Ap- 
plauſe of Men, if to gratify a natural Tenderneſs, which F. 
: only; whilſt the ſtronger Paſſions lie dormant and .becalm'd ;. the 
Weakneſs a Imperfection of the Motive, will deſtroy the 8 TE: 
\ _ of the Action, in which Pride or Conſtitution, not Loue, had the 
Aſcendant. Let that be deeply rooted in our Hearts; tho' Incle- 
mency of Weather, or Barenneſs of the Soil may preyent its bring = 
ing forth. much Fruit; and the Incapacity to execute, may render 
our good Wiſhes abortive, they Will not, however, fall of accep- _ 
' tance with him, who is) a: dſterner ef tbe Thoughts. and Intentions of 
the Heart, and expecteth us any to give, as it is given unto us, I 
ſay, tho" a narrow Fortune, and a large neceſſary domeſtick Ex- : 
pany won mers ar. our airy = to be ee and a en e yer # 


is \ 4 Gi; * 1 by 5 5 C * 2 g 3 
45 a . 7 6 © p 2 ILY 3 $34 . 10 


= 7 ' © 2: 4x n „ 
# ; IP" WL % 11 
— . * 1 a 


* 
8 pl 4, £ 
i 8 „ ' 


* 
C 2 
: 8 


* 
8 5 „ ——— v 70 
i - : * . "= 1 
" * — 
* 


1e 


TOY rind! m 


"ts come, au. re "hi @ its 4 


. ik 5 


1 92 the whole Race of Mankeys, chere * nene . W in | 
wo fo dilagreeable in Chark&ter or Manners, 4s not 80'be entitled 
#0, tho” it is probable, few only r may feel'the'good Effects of, orreap 
| any 4 from our Lobt. There are ſome, that want not 

Hur Aliiſtance, and others, we may want Ability 80 affiſt; but as. 
often as tus bave Opportunity,” we mu, be riady to da';gndd to alt. 
No Alagreement in Opinion, no Affront or Injury received, ang br 
10 ſeparate them from our Love.” Neither Duty nor Prudence re- 

lire, indeed, "that we ſhould be blind eo the Miſbehaviour and 
Tndiſcretions of thoſe, who have any Dependence upan our Fa- 
your, or make undue Compliances with their Requeſts; Vet 
ye muſt continue our Good- will, aſter they have loſt aur Eſteem, 
and endeayour to promote their Happineſs, tho we diſapprove 
their Conduct. Our Rebuke may be ſometimes neceſſary, our 
Advice oftey ;. but our Hatred, never, Bui,” ſaith an Apoſtle, is 
not 70. be overcome with Evil, but God, Difference of Opinion, 
either in Politicks or Religen, may be the Occaſion of Jealouſy 
and Diſtruſt among the ſeveral Members of Society, but is no better 
Ground for perſonal Averſions, than that variety of Features which 
diſtinguiſn us from each other; for whereas cheſe, art the immedi- 
ate Appointment of Nature in the Womb, tba is a natural Conſe- 
quence of the difference in Capacity and Education, which always. 
lubſiſted amongſt Men. Had Cnzrsr intended: us berg cl o 
expreſs our diſlike of particular Perſons, by a cool Look upon 
Diſtreſs, a deaf Ear to' their Entreaties, and a ſullen —— of 
thoſe good Offices, which it is in the Power of our Hand to do them,; 
bad it not been his will and pleaſure to create Favour and Affection 
to thoſe in Need, who have no perſonal Recommendations of their 
own, He would not. have preſſed this Duty upon his Followers. 


3 


iu Tü, that will admit EPFL NPI dhe * Socks 
Had he expected the feen only, whacare of ove Mind and one. Fudg- 
mem, to dwell together in the mutual exerciſe of Benevolence and 

loving Kindneſs; fo many ſtrong Injunctions of Scripture. had not 
been wanted to enforce” Friendſhip: fo partial and ſelfiſh ; theſe are 
"tied  {ogether, as it were, by a narural |: | indifloluable Chain, 


Inhabitants of the Peſart do reproye every Breach of that Union, 
by a general and undiftinguithing Fondneſs for their own Species 5 
and Liikenefs : Bat the divine Wicom Occaſians, which | 
would put the Sincerity of human Affections to ee e Trial, 
ba has, therefore, * thought fit to apply the Authority AM a divine 


at any time gverpower the weaker Fifforts of Nature, and malte us 


tion to its Faults; jeſt we ſhould b 5 ⁰ν from: thoſs that 
ack ir, till we have 'tti&ly examined the Title” of: 'their Demands, | 
and what Recompence will attend our e 8 1 i 4 


| AD Alt foci Dittiesrefhe th general 

Standard by which Chriſtianity meaſures Love, the moſt ſocial Duty; 
and therefore God requires an impartial Diſtribution of Kindneſs and 
Civility, like his of the Showers and Liglit of Heaven; to 45% ju/t 
and uus. - O! that we were as willing to imitate, 2 we are 10 
receive, che univerſal Piedges of Divine Love. ges the Father of 
F Mankind, who baterb nothing that he bas made, with an unlimited 
| iſtinguiſhing Hand, pouring his Benefits upon us out of 
the fruitful Lap o of N Nature ! See the Son-cloathed/iwour Fleſh, that 
he might thereby recommend and familiarize his Precepts to us, 
Going about doing good without Exception to any” Man's Ferſon; 
always healing thoſe, that apply*d to him for Relief, : often apply - 
; AE 0 the” n , 
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ve cannot put Tove thoſe; who ove us. Even the brute and ſavage 


: Command, to ſtrengthen and encreaſe them; left Prejudice ſhould 


overlgok the Neceflities- f a Objeck. by giving toe much Atten- 


"2 Diſtreſſed, upo n a conceit of their mil 


5 _ for whom L plead. | 4 28 
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Add it, and Uſtly dying for his very Enemies / And we ſhall learn 
"by Example, as well as Precept, the Boundaries af Chriſtian Love 
to be rhe Ends of th Kartbh, mirh all the: In habiters theredf. 

| "when! we' perceive the leaſt Inclination in ourſelves to abandon the 
behaviour, . - diſagreement, or | 
-dilike to us, let the diſintereſted, and impartial Love of the good 
Jamaritan rebuke that of the Chriſtian, as it did of the Lovite, 
oo Paſſed ty by onthe other: Side whilſt he, with an unlimited Ex- 
N ſet himſelf to! redreſs! the Grievances, of a, wounded, Few, 
who bac alle mung # Thieves, tho' he was by. Profeſſion as. much 
0 his Enemy, 18. 


* * 


any Thief amongſt them, Do thou, therefore, as A 
"he Worth of that Parable directs, £0 and.do Weit. 5 | 
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eff FO nom ſhewn at large, 1 confilts. the Novelty ty o 
our Saviour's Command, by endeavouring to deſcribe the ("fi 
and Extent of Chriſtian Love, (if what. is beautiful beyond Expreſ- 
ion, and eee de N e can properly. be. $9, to be de- 
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bas . T To recommend the: Sick and Needy, as bee e, 

we e eee 7 wn: 
ee Toning? le eee - 
„ UB pay 3 n 5 5 all Mankind, * not CY an 
_ «equal degree of Warmth and Affection; we are obliged to relieye 
all Objects within the compaſs of our Abilities; but a preference 
will till be due, as greater Neceſſity, or other extraordinary Cir- 
eumſtances ſhall: direct. e then 05 the x preſing. e of 
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5 | 4 Ar ee ſafficient iy to inform you, that they are Sick 
WE 2 Needy'; but, conſidering the general Inattention of Mankind 


to what r 15 not feel, it mays, perhaps, quicken Ae . 
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— Aumanity ; ng, Heart ſo ohdur 

Sorrow, no kind one, but what ſhares it. a are the kay 5 
even of Poverty alone, 70 depreſs che fainting Objeds, that are = 
_— nas thaw, —. 0 quiver is e 2 the 1 


can 
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domeſtick Wants ; on the contrary, it muſt were. aggravate it, to 
be at once deprived of the Comforts of Health, and the Means 

of Subſiſtence, that is, the Strength. and Activity of his. Limbs, by 
which he earned his daily Bread; Hi nſelf, perhaps, not the only 
9 Sufferer! A numerous Offspring, with their helpleſs ; Mother, may 
chance to he involved in his Diſtreſs, and by 8 attachment to bis 


: Perſon;in.the,undivided. Moiety of a Cottage, A Garre t. 


tr or a Cellar, | 
cCeonfined to hear inceſſant Groans and Complaints, "which: they can 
neither ſooth nor redreſs ; to wallow in unavoidable Uncleaz 
and, with their thin Diet, to tuck i in hn, | 


ug dn ror an_infeftious N 5 
a Pants. os hos the Dreams of Fangy, by ny 
1 have ſ „ J have Pitied,- -and I have often wiſhed, that, Tome more | 
effectu al al Method might. be found than, what the Law ptopoſes, - 
and in 89 Meaſure ſubmits to the 1 of parochial Of. 
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Offence,” always, aittogs lth the Neceſſitous from the Extravagantg | 
the modeſt Süfferer FN the flothful Impoſtor. Ne wonder, there - 
fore, that repeated abuſes of their favourable Attention to the im- 
portunity « of ſeeming Diſtreſs, ſhould" ſometimes alpen them to be 
ſufpicious, and leſs indfal of that which is rea! But ſuppoſing, 
that amongſt the numerous deſtitute of this, or any other exten- 
five Pariſh, no, unhappy diſtempered Object ſhould eſcape their 

5 Notice, or. in vain ſollicit for medicinal Aſſiſtance, It muſt be at- 
tended wich an Expence beyond all Bounds, and not Wu to 
meet with the expected Succeſs; for there is, generally, in 
Families, ſuch an Inſufficiency of Care and Attendance upon Pl | 
Sick, ſuch a Scarcity of Food, convenient and proper for them, 
ſuch an Averſion to Confinement and Regularity, as muſt eventu- 
ally defeat the moſt * and 1 N 1 1 the moſt n, 0 5 
plications, | SDS 


Bur Than s to the Sod Prod ata of God; which ee 

length, raiſed a Spirit of Benevolence and Love amongſt us, to 
provide a Remedy for all theſe Inconveniences, in the Foundation, 
and happy Progreſs of our INFIRMARY; to the Honour, 
Ornament, and great Utility of the Publick, in this and ſucceed- 
ing Ages: For truſt, that what you have thus generouſly be- 
gun, will be as chearfully finiſhed, and effectually fupported. 
True Charity does in nothing more reſemble the Image of God, 
than, Itke him, in delighting to perfec all its Works. Mean and 
narrow Minds are apt to deſpond, and grow weary with! Well-deing 5 
and, tho it may pleaſe their Vanity, to be diſtinguiſhed in the 
Front of a good Deſign, they ſoon falnt and turn back in the | 
Purſuit, if Dificulty or Ixpence threaten their Perſeverance. 
Not ſuch the glowing Ardor, Spirit, and Reſolution of thoſe, ho 
have” hicherto promoted this ſalutary Work; The Deſire of doing 


2 made chem inquiſitive after the Te" their Enquiries have 
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| Ji more 3 after the 3 of os Sins — = j 
ed, they were grieved for the Afflictions of the Stranger, as w 4 
as others; and having poured Wine and Oil into their Wounds, and - _ 
brought them to the firſt convenient Inn, that could be met with  ' ©} 
for the preſent, are now preparing a more ſpacious and commo- 2 ˖ 
dious Manſion for YE rfecting their Recovery » at an Expence lf be = i : 
ly ſuperior to the Proviſion already made, or 'than cond be ex. 1 
e poliiþle to be made, in the Infancy of this moſt RO. — 
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Tur Nature and Uk of IxrIRMAAIEG are now „ fo generally „ 
underſtood, that they want no praiſe, of mine to recommend them 
to your Approbation. To recite the Numbers that have been cu- = 1 == = 
red, or.. relieved, Numbers beyond Expectation, ſince the dort — 

: . Commencement. of our own; would only be to eccho back the 55 
publick Voice, the Reports of Experience and Authority. To--* 5 _ -._ 
mention the Integrity and Skill, with which it is conducted 2 5 2ͤÜ 
thoſe, who are principally concerned in the Application of your ©. 1 

Contributions to their ſeveral Uſes, Domeſtick and Medicinal; = 55 f — 
would ſeem officious and fulſome, when they have never been diſ- 5 e 
puted. Envy herſelf, ever induſtrious to foment Jealouſies and 5 „ 
diſturb the Unity of publick Counſels, has hitherto thrown. n — on 
Darts at dibe W a of 1 1 0 4 It ci h be pr 5 =, "2 
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kan beate then, that no real 1 este has, or can afſñ᷑ 
to diſcredit, Weir F roceedings; That no better, no other ſo F EY „ 
dual a Method c an be contriyed, to reſlore Eaſe and Health 0 Tn = 
thoſe, Who are in no Capacity to obtain either, without Jour I 1 5 5 5 5 1 ö 5 # 
2 who e 2 and Diſcaſe are become. . . 
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wy mut entreat you, in the RR ONS to 115 Ploeediggm Hande 
in Promoting ſo unexceptionable and beneficent a Deſign, However 
gteat and expenſive, made light and eafy by a generaF Concur i 
kence. A little and a little from thoſe, who can well fpare, Wil 
Toon compleat the whole; So friendly Streams, without'Prejidics M8 
to the Fountains, from whence they flow, unite and "form the .. 
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Ix is Time now to acquaint you, that in Aid of the 'Atinual | 
Subſcriptions, however large, ſtill inſufficient for the common, as 3 
well as extraordinary Expences of the Current Year;'that' you "are 24 
deſired, according to your feveral Abilities, to favour che Contri- 
butions intended to be made at the Doors of this Aſſembly. Depart 
hot therefore, I beſeech you, without proving Jour Chriſtian Acc. 
tion to the Brethren in Diſtreſs. Let not your Hand be altogethe in! 
empty before the Lord, when the Cries of thoſe in Pain, the Tears 
of the AMicted, petition for Relief; when the Bones that huve been 
broken, perhaps in your Service, depend wholly upon your Boy 
for future Foy and Gute. If the want of Love be at any Time 
a Fault, when Numbers are ready to periſh! for the Wafit of it, it: 
mut be extremely diſpleaſing to God, who will not fall to reſent | 
ſuch Inſtances of Cruelty th his Creatures, as marks of Diſaffe&ti- 
on to hitnſelf, according to the concluſive Reaſoning of St. Fobs, 7 
If a Man fog I love God, and hateth bis Brother,” He is a iar, "for 
he that vet h not his Brother, whom be bath ſeen, how can be "be 

God whom, de bat h not ſeen ? Let your Love then prove your Faith, _ 
and the Love of God make you perfect, and thoroughly furniſbed 1 unto 
every good Work. To whom, for his Mercy and Loving- = 
to OY wy aſcribed. all Hane ou n * no. and for 2 
MEN, | 1153 1941 51115 n NS. 2 
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